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MEMORANDTUM
TO: North Carolina Inmminization Program (NCIP) Participants
FEAOM: Beth Fowe-West, EN.. B 5N, Head

Immmmization Branch

SUBJECT: Provider Choice m Vaccines and Changes in Vaccmne Eligibility

The purpose of this memo is to inform providers of recent expansions to the NCIP Coverage Criteria which are effective
immediately. These changes are also reflected in the updated coverage criteria document on the NCIP website:
WWW i Fenc. com/ coveragecriteria htm

*  Any vaccine available on contract through the Vacemes for Children (VEFC) program may now be ordered through the NCIP.
Therefore, providers with a product preference may choose that brand as long as it 1s available throngh the VFC program  If
a brand chosen by a provider 1s not avatlable and an anfigen equivalent vaccme 1s available, the equuvalent brand may be
shipped without notification  Because the manufacturing and distnbution systems for infloenza vaccine established by
vaccmne manufacturers and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are umigque and require significant planming
to averd delays, the NCIP mmst linut brand choice for infloenza vaccine. Available finding for adult vaccmnes, mchuding the
expansion criteria histed below, may also affect provider choice. The NCIP will make every attempt to honor provider choice
whenever possible. Providers not using the North Carclina Inmmmnization Registry (NCIR) may obtain an updated NCIP
Vaccine Requisition Inventory Form at www inmminizenc com'forms hitm

&  As an additional expansion of existing critena, providers may adounister state-supplied MCV4, Tdap, MME_ and influenza
vaccines nmversally to any person who 1s entering a four-year college or nniversity in North Carolina for the first time.
Although funds are currently available to admnister these vaccines unrversally, continued coverage 1s sulyect to fonding
E.‘i.-ﬂJ].ﬂ.bﬂJi'_‘r’ For the -n:u:nmplete and vpdated critenia for each vaccine, go to: www.inwnmizenc com/coveragecriteria him

* Prvate providers may gtl.'e one dose of state-supplhied Tdap to health care wotkers {H‘-’LTJ.'} employed at their practices. Local
health departments may give one dose of state-supplied Tdap to health care workers in thewr commmunities. For detailed
recommendations for and definition of HCW and, see Immunizafion of Health-Care Workers: Recommendations of the
Advisory Committee on Immunizaiion Practices (ACIP) and the Hospital Infection Conitrol Practices Advisory Commiitee at
www._cde. sovimmmwr'preview/ mnmarhtml/ Q0030577 htm

In all cases. vaccine recommendations of the Advisory Computtee on Immmnization Practices (ACIP) nmst be followed when
admimisterng NCIP vaccines.

If you have questions about these changes, please contact the N.C. Immmmzation Branch at 919-707-3530.
Sign up to receive our e-newsletter, Fax Facts, in your email inbox Log on to www imnminizenc com/enewsletter htm for sign up

instructions and to review past edibions.
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